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ENGLISH SYNTAX TEST 
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	Student
	
	Index no.
	


A. Answer the following questions:

1. What are non-sentences according to Carter/McCarthy? Give an example. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2. a) What is the function of adverbial clauses in sentences? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
    b) Analyze the following phrase: 
your                 fifth                   exam
   ……………..     ……………….    ………………..

3. a) What are characteristic functions within a noun phrase? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

    b) List three conjunctions introducing temporal clauses. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4. What are coordinated clauses? Give an example. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
5. What is predicator? Illustrate. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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B. Underline and identify all clauses in the following sentences and specify their function.  

	SENTENCE
	TYPE OF CLAUSE
	FUNCTION

	Unless some extra money is found, the theatre will close.
	
	

	The hotel he stayed in has received a large influx of quests.
	
	

	They said he had a profound influence on modern poets.
	
	

	I wonder how James is getting on.

	
	

	It seems that he gave false information to the tax authorities.
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C. Identify the form and function of the underlined units:

	SENTENCE
	FORM
	FUNCTION

	John and Mary arrived last night.
	
	

	 I don’t care what you think about that.
	
	

	He is coming tomorrow.
	
	

	Mary is the best student in our class.
	
	

	They appointed him president of the club.
	
	

	Winning the prize carries immense prestige.
	
	

	I’m interested in news about celebrities.
	
	

	Call Nora or Duff, they will know.
	
	

	I still have that brown belt.
	
	

	The two approaches differ markedly.
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D. Give one example each of sentences containing:

1. adjective functioning as modifier
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2. prepositional phrase functioning as adverbial modifier

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. clause functioning as predicative

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4. clause functioning as indirect object

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
5. infinitive phrase functioning as subject
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Underline the phrases and clauses.






























